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Compare...



Both Montag in Fahrenheit 
451 and Equality in Anthem 
begin their stories unaware 
of how evil their respective 
societies are.

Topic Sentence



Both Montag in Fahrenheit 451 and Equality in Anthem 
begin their stories unaware of how evil their respective 
societies are. In the first pages of F451, Montag 
thoroughly enjoys the destructive power of burning 
books. “It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to 
see things blackened an changed.”



Both Montag in Fahrenheit 451 and Equality in Anthem 
begin their stories unaware of how evil their respective 
societies are. In the first pages of F451, Montag 
thoroughly enjoys the destructive power of burning 
books. “It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to 
see things blackened an changed.”

Set-up



Both Montag in Fahrenheit 451 and Equality in Anthem 
begin their stories unaware of how evil their respective 
societies are. In the first pages of F451, Montag 
thoroughly enjoys the destructive power of burning 
books. “It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to 
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societies are. In the first pages of F451, Montag 
thoroughly enjoys the destructive power of burning 
books. “It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to 
see things blackened an changed.” (3) Similarly, Equality 
feels ashamed when he thinks about what work he wants 
to do.  “We were guilty and we confess it here: we were 
guilty of the great Transgression of Preference.  We 
preferred some work and lessons to others.” (22) 
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Quote Evidence



Both Montag in Fahrenheit 451 and Equality in Anthem begin their stories 
unaware of how evil their respective societies are. In the first pages of 
F451, Montag thoroughly enjoys the destructive power of burning books. 
“It was a special pleasure to see things eaten, to see things blackened an 
changed.” (3) Similarly, Equality feels ashamed when he thinks about what 
work he wants to do.  “We were guilty and we confess it here: we were 
guilty of the great Transgression of Preference.  We preferred some work 
and lessons to others.” (22) Both protagonists begin their stories in this 
way to show how a typical citizen in these dystopias feels and acts. This 
could be so that the reader will realize how oppressive these societies are 
and so that when they rebel, their enlightenment will seem more 
impressive.  The protagonists needed to completely separate themselves 
from the values and rules of their societies in order to fight back and 
champion a better world.
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